[Exulcerating breast cancer].
24,000 women a year are submitted in the Federal Republic of Germany to surgery because of breast cancer. This disease causes about 10,000 deaths a year. Early diagnosis by preventative check-up and wide-spread awareness of the disease in the population gives the best chance for reducing mortality. However, in our study we found that only 38% of the patients were presented at a favourable stage. Every tenth patient already had involvement of the thoracic wall or of the skin. Every sixteenth patient had an ulcerated carcinoma of the breast.